
CASA PUBLISHES NEW REGULATORY 
PHILOSOPHY

News /  Airlines 

Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) director of aviation safety Mark Skidmore says a set of new 
key principles will make a “real, positive and lasting difference” to the regulator’s dealings with the 
aviation community.

As part of its response to the Aviation Safety Regulatory Review (ASRR), Australia’s aviation 
safety watchdog has published a list of 10 key principles that will guide and direct its approach to 
regulation.

These included a commitment to maintaining the trust and respect of the aviation community, as 
well as taking a consultative and collaborative approach to developing policies, having safety as 
the most important consideration, and a risk-based approach to regulatory action and decision-
making, among others.

Skidmore said the new regulatory philosophy was “clear and concise set or principles that would 
guide all our actions” and sharpen the focus on how and how well CASA did its job.

The director of aviation safety said CASA would, where necessary, develop new policies and 
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procedures to give “meaningful effect to our regulatory philosophy”.

“I am committed to ensuring these principles make a real, positive and lasting difference to the 
way CASA operates and way we interact with the aviation community,” Skidmore said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

“I understand some people may be sceptical at first about how or whether these principles will 
make a practical change to the way we carry out our regulatory responsibilities.

CASA Director of Aviation Safety Mark Skidmore (CASA)

“To regain trust, we must earn that trust. We look forward to the opportunity to do just that, and I 
invite the aviation community to use CASA’s regulatory philosophy as a benchmark against which 
our performance is measured.

The full regulatory philosophy can be read here.

Meanwhile, CASA executive manager standards division Peter Boyd will leave the organisation on 
October 2.

Boyd has been been at CASA for 16 years and executive manager standards division since 2005.

Skidmore said in a memo to staff senior manager Roger Weeks would serve as the standards 
division’s executive manager while he considered the “best mechanism for filling this role 
permanently”.

“Peter has worked diligently with a very difficult portfolio of responsibilities over this time which has 
seen him make a significant contribution to CASA,” Skidmore said.

“As Peter moves on to his next set of challenges, I wish him all the very best and thank him for his 
energy, effort, unfailing good humour (often in the face of significant work pressures) and 
collegiate perspective.”

In late August, Skidmore had announced he was embarking on a “significant change program” as 
part of efforts to improve service delivery, with the changes in place by the middle of 2016.
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