ETIHAD AIRWAYS MEDICAL CENTRE SIGNS
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS OF IRELAND

News / Airlines, Maintenance / Trainings

Etihad Airways Medical Centre, the UAE's first aeromedical facility, and the Faculty of
Occupational Medicine at the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland (RCPI), Ireland's oldest
post-graduate medical training body, have announced a new partnership to provide the
airline with educational, training, research and operational excellence opportunities in the
field of Occupational Medicine.

The collaboration, which is the first of its kind in the Middle East, will enable Etihad Airways to
enhance the medical and broader wellbeing services it provides, whilst also marking a significant
step in the airline’s vision to be the global leader in Aviation Medicine.
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The partnership will form a key part of the airline’s commitment to ensuring the highest safety
standards for its crew and passengers, in line with Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 to develop a
robust, world-class healthcare system in the Emirate. Etihad Airways Medical Centre, the Faculty
and RCPI are committed to raising the understanding and role of Occupational Medicine within the
airline industry, and across society as a whole.

As part of the innovative agreement, the Faculty will hold specialised training courses and
educational programmes to optimise and develop the skills of Etihad Airways’ staff and the
medical services offered by the airline. A ‘visiting expert’ programme will be introduced to allow
both parties to exchange and transfer field experts to enhance knowledge-sharing. Research
findings and medical scientific inventions, where applicable, will also be exchanged under the new
agreement.
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The Faculty will develop a programme to prepare Etihad Airways Medical Centre to become an
accredited training centre of the Faculty of Occupational Medicine and RCPI. A training
programme will also be created with the aim of qualifying the first occupational health nurses in the
UAE. Dr Nadia Bastaki, Vice President Medical Services at Etihad Airways, said: “Today is indeed
a remarkable day for Etihad Airways Medical Centre and the field of aviation medicine. It is with
great pride that we announce our partnership with the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland.
Etihad Airways is leading the drive to raise standards in aviation medicine globally. It is therefore a
natural step for us to join with the RCPI, a world-renowned training body, to ensure that we
continue to innovate across our business and the industry as a whole.” Dr Declan Whelan, Dean
of the Faculty of Occupational Medicine at the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland said: “We are
honoured and delighted to collaborate with Etihad Airways on their occupational health strategy.
Our agreement with them represents international recognition by a world-renowned airline of the
high quality of Occupational Medicine in Ireland. “We must commend Etihad on recognising the
value of engaging with a professional body such as ours to ensure that its employees have access
to the best possible occupational health services. We look forward to working with them on their
mission to safeguard employee health and well-being.”

Etihad Airways’ Abu Dhabi based employees already have access to world-class medical care at
the Etihad Airways Medical Centre. The facility provides full laboratory services, physiotherapy,
radiology, dental care, nutrition counselling, ear, nose and throat services, primary care, and
aviation health services.
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