
REX NAMED AS PREFERRED TENDERER FOR TWO 
WA GOVT CONTRACTS

News /  Airlines 

Regional Express (Rex) looks set to begin operations in Western Australia in 2016 after being 
named as the preferred tenderer for two WA government-regulated routes – Perth-Esperance 
and Perth-Albany.

“Subject to final negotiations, Rex will enter into a contract with the Department of Transport to 
operate the routes for the next five-year licence period commencing 28 February 2016,” Rex said 
in a statement to the Australian Securities Exchange on Friday.

“Rex will release further information only when the contract is finalised.”

Currently, Virgin Australia Regional Airlines (VARA) serves Albany and Esperance with 46-seat 
Fokker 50s. However, the company did not bid to continue those flights in the current tender and 
planned to dispose of its fleet of eight Fokker 50s.

VARA’s last flights to Albany and Esperance will be on February 27 2016, when its current 
contract with the WA government ends.
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