SIA TO BRING BACK NONSTOP US SERVICES BY
2018 WITH ULTRA LONG RANGE A350-900

News / Airports / Routes

Singapore Airlines (SIA) says it will resume nonstop flights to the United States in 2018 as the
launch customer of a new ultra-long-range variant of the Airbus A350-900.

The new variant, called the A350-900ULR, was unveiled in Toulouse on Tuesday (European time)
and will have a range of up to 8,700nm.

“Our customers have been asking us to re-start non-stop Singapore-US flights and we are pleased
that Airbus was able to offer the right aircraft to do so in a commercially viable manner,” SIA chief
executive Goh Choon Phong said in a statement.

SIA ended its non-stop Singapore-Los Angeles and Singapore-New York (Newark) flights, which
were operated by Airbus A340-500s, in 2013. At the time, the airline said high fuel prices had
made those services uneconomic to operate.

Since then, the Star Alliance member has been searching for a suitable aircraft to resume those
nonstop services to compete with the likes of North Asian carriers such Cathay Pacific and those
based in the Middle East, which serve multiple points in the US nonstop.

Currently, SIA flies to Los Angeles via Tokyo, San Francisco via Hong Kong and Seoul, New York
(JFK) via Frankfurt and Houston via Moscow. The airline has said previously a lack of available
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traffic rights from intermediate points has made it challenging to add extra one-stop flights to North
America.

The Singapore-New York (Newark) route, which clocks in at 8,285nm, was the world’s longest
nonstop passenger flight before SIA ended the service in 2013. Singapore-Los Angeles is
7,621nm.

“Non-stop flights between Singapore and additional points in the US are also under consideration,”
SIA said in a statement.

Deliveries of the A350-900ULR, which will feature a modified fuel system to increase fuel capacity
within the existing fuel tanks (from 141,000 to 165,000 litres) and an increased maximum takeoff
weight (280 tonnes), were due to begin in 2018. Airbus said the “unique flexibility” of the A350
design “allows operators to reconfigure their A350-900ULR to the standard long-haul A350-900
specification should they require it”.

SIA has changed its A350-900 order book to include seven of the A350-900ULR aircraft. The
airline has also exercised four of its 20 A350 options to increase the number of firm orders of the
type to 67.

The first A350-900 was expected to be delivered in early 2016, SIA announced on Monday, with
Amsterdam the first permanent destination, after initial services to Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur.

“We are excited to be working with Singapore Airlines to re-launch its premium non-stop service to
the US,” Airbus chief Fabrice Brégier said in a statement.

“The A350 is the perfect, flexible platform for such operations, offering unrivalled operating

economics for the very longest routes. And the wider and quieter cabin will provide the perfect
environment for passengers to enjoy the world-famous Singapore Airlines in-flight product.”
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SIA is counting down the days to a resumption of Singapore-New York nonstop flights.
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