
ACI JET LATEST AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DECK & 
CONNECTIVITY MOD EMBODIES “FLY LIKE NEW” 
CAMPAIGN PROMISE
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ACI Jet FAA Part 145 Repair Station has completed its first Garmin G5000 integrated 
avionics suite installation on a Citation XLS, paired with the installation of Starlink satellite 
internet and a complete interior refurbishment. The comprehensive upgrade adds years of 
life and value to the airframe, transforming it into a state-of-the-art platform that rivals the 
latest factory-new aircraft in both performance and passenger experience.

The project marks one of the industry’s earliest installations of Starlink internet on a Citation XLS, 
made possible by the Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) release just weeks prior to the 
aircraft’s induction. ACI Jet’s MRO team took full advantage of the opportunity to pair cutting-edge 
connectivity with Garmin’s flagship avionics suite and a reimagined interior designed for comfort, 
durability, and aesthetic appeal.

Brian Ford, Avionics Manager for ACI Jet commented: “This wasn’t just a panel upgrade. From the 
front office to the cabin, this project modernized every touchpoint for pilots and passengers. We 
delivered an aircraft that’s as good—or better—than new. This project sets a new benchmark for 
Citation XLS modernizations. It’s the kind of work that defines who we are—deeply capable, future-
focused, and relentlessly committed to excellence."
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With limited upgrade paths available for the Citation XLS, the Garmin G5000 emerged as the 
refreshingly capable and technologically advanced avionics solution. The upgrade replaces aging 
analog systems with a modern, fully integrated glass cockpit featuring electronic flight bag 
integration, domestic CPDLC capability, enhanced situational awareness, and streamlined pilot 
workflows.

The project required meticulous removal of legacy systems and careful integration of new wiring 
and components, with ACI Jet’s experienced avionics and inspection teams working hand-in-hand 
to maintain aircraft integrity throughout.

The Starlink installation—among the first of its kind for the XLS—provides the fastest inflight 
internet currently available in business aviation. While the XLS typically operates within Air-to-
Ground coverage areas, the addition of Starlink ensures speed and reliability across a broader 
range of missions.

With downtime already scheduled for flight deck and connectivity upgrades, the aircraft also 
received a full interior refresh coordinated by ACI Jet. Upgrades included reupholstered seating, 
new carpeting, mirror replacements, and refinished woodwork. ACI Jet’s team completed all 
structural modifications required for the installations, as well as interior removal, shipping and 
reinstallation.

The multi-month project required ongoing coordination between ACI Jet’s avionics, maintenance, 
interior, and inspection teams. A thorough post-installation review ensured system functionality 
and integrity of the new installations, along with completion of the comprehensive scheduled 
maintenance. The customer’s flight crew voiced high praise following the successful first test 
flight—reporting zero squawks on return to service.

ACI Jet anticipates increasing demand for bundled modernization packages, particularly as 
operators seek to future-proof legacy aircraft amid rising operating costs and equipment 
obsolescence. The company is already seeing strong interest in Garmin flight deck upgrades for 
other Citation models and continued momentum behind Starlink retrofits for business jets of all 
sizes.
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