BRITISH HELICOPTER ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
CALLS FOR POST-BREXIT REASSURANCES

News / Business aviation

The President of the British Helicopter Association, The Lord Glenarthur, has called on the
Government to do all in its power to ensure the voice of the UK’s aviation expertise is not
wasted, as the country withdraws from the EU.

Speaking during a House of Lords Debate on Tuesday 5thJuly, The Lord Glenarthur said:
“A reduction in our influence on aviation regulation will be massively detrimental. Our
expertise will be missed and its loss much regretted by those EU countries with whom we
have worked so closely and for so long.”

He outlined the substantial role the UK has played within European-wide aviation safety and
regulatory organisations including its membership of the European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA), through the Civil Aviation Authority.

He said: “The United Kingdom has played a substantial part in getting EASA to a point where it is
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mature and successful. | have had some direct personal experience of that through bodies with
which | have been involved over the years. We have brought influence to bear to support sensible
progression in regular and sometimes innovative fields of aviation. We support strict safety
regulations but we also strive continually to influence the authorities to ensure that regulations are
practicable, well thought through and able to maintain the viability of emerging advanced
techniques in aviation. However, the United Kingdom, acknowledged as expert in its aviation
manufacturing and operating standards and skills, may well not be able to play anything like such
an effective part in future, by virtue of its withdrawal. Who knows, we might not ultimately even be
a member of EFTA (European Free Trade Association) or the EAA (European Aviation Area) [sic].
Then where would we stand? All | can say is that our withdrawal would be much regretted.”

He continued by calling for assurances that “as part of the withdrawal process, the Government
will do all in its power to ensure that the influential and powerful voice of the UK’s aviation
expertise and the experience of our own Civil Aviation Authority — and those who work with them —
are not wasted or become less influential as we withdraw from the EU. A reduction in our influence
on aviation regulation will be massively detrimental. Our expertise will be missed and its loss much
regretted by those EU countries with whom we have worked so closely and for so long.”

Major The Rt. Hon. Simon Mark Arthur, 4thBaron Glenarthur is one of 90 hereditary peers elected
to remain the in House of Lords. He sits as a Conservative.

He has been President of the British Helicopter Association since 2004. He was Chairman of the
European Helicopter Association between 1996 and 2003 and of the International Federation of
Helicopter Associations from 1997 to 2004. Among other appointments, he has been a Fellow of
the Royal Aeronautical Society since 1992.
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