
BUSINESS AVIATION ISSUES GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
ON SUSTAINABILITY AHEAD OF U.N. AVIATION 
FORUM

News /  Business aviation 

Business aviation groups put forward a set of policy principles to guide long-term carbon 
emissions reductions in the lead-up to the 41st ICAO Triennial Assembly convening this 
week. ICAO, a United Nations agency, convenes its 193 member states every three years to 
set worldwide aviation policy. The next triennial meeting will be held in Montreal from Sept. 
27 to Oct. 7.

Under the Business Aviation Commitment on Climate Change, the industry has committed 
to achieving net-zero CO2 emissions by 2050. Sustainable aviation fuel, which can reduce 
aviation’s lifecycle carbon emissions by up to 80%, iskey to reaching this goal.

The International Business Aviation Council (IBAC) and other industry groups have 
developed four guiding principles for the assembly that provide a roadmap for ensuring the 
sector continues to build on its established record of safety, security and sustainability in 
the years to come:
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Foster investments that scale the production, availability and use of SAF, including tax 
credits; 
Encourage greater use of industry initiatives, such as book-and-claim, which enable 
sustainability gains when SAF is not available, especially at the small airports where 
business aviation operations are prevalent; 
Support innovations, including electric powered aircraft and other propulsion alternative 
technologies, that can greatly cut CO2 emissions; and
Encourage cooperative programs between member states to spread the use of best 
practices proven to increase aviation sustainability. 

 IBAC Director General Kurt Edwards, commented: “We know what our industry needs to 
accomplish to reach our goal of net-zero emissions, and we have the tools available to do so. Now 
is the time to put in place the appropriate policies for this vision to become a reality.”

A working paper presented by the global aviation industry to ICAO in July estimated that “between 
53% and 71% of aviation decarbonization will need to be delivered through a shift to sustainable 
aviation fuels.” Significant global SAF production is “achievable with the right policy support and 
market signals,” and could “generate or sustain up to 14 million jobs,” the industry said.

In addition to carbon reductions from SAF, the industry said that “between 12% and 34% will need 
to come from the development and deployment of new technologies, including both evolutions in 
conventional airframe efficiency and radical new technology options such as hydrogen in the more 
ambitious scenarios.”

Industry emissions progress 

From 2010 to 2020, the business aviation sector met its short-term climate action goal with 
analysis showing a 1.9% annual fuel efficiency improvement on a rolling average. As a result, 
between 2015 and 2020, the industry’s carbon emissions were 2.4 million tons lower than levels 
forecasted in 2015.
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