
FIELD AVIATION DELIVERS FOURTH MISSIONIZED 
CHALLENGER TO COBHAM AVIATION SERVICES

News /  Business aviation 

Field Aviation has delivered the fourth missionized Challenger aircraft to Cobham Aviation 
Services. This fourth delivery comes just three months after delivery of the third aircraft. 
Field Aviation’s wealth of experience and knowledge of the Challenger aircraft gives the 
company a logistical advantage for minimizing the turn-around time on these programs. 
These aircraft are to provide enhanced search and rescue capabilities in support of the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) operations.
 
Field Aviation designed, installed, flight tested, and certified structural, electrical and aerodynamic 
changes to the aircraft. These included a lavatory, galley, and cabin area reconfiguration, as well 
as the installation of the sensor provisions and aerodynamic modifications. Cobham Aviation 
Services completes the aircraft with the installation of sensors and a mission management system 
once they arrive in Australia.
 
Cooperation between the two companies creates a highly-advanced turnkey solution for AMSA, 
with jets that have been specially modified to incorporate:

New generation sensors and SAR equipment
Two belly radomes (search radar and direction finding system)
Retractable EO/IR camera located in the tail of the aircraft
Conformal enlarged observation windows
A missionized interior
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An air operable cargo door

 
Field Aviation has a long history with Cobham Aviation Services on the Australian Border 
Protection program. This history, along with Field’s experience modifying Bombardier Challenger 
aircraft for the Royal Danish Air Force and Boeing’s Maritime Surveillance Aircraft (MSA) program, 
made Field Aviation the ideal choice for this project.

“We look forward to these aircraft demonstrating their value and versatility for the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority with our long term partner, Cobham Aviation Services”, said Brian Love, 
Field Aviation’s chief operating officer. “Missionizing the Bombardier Challenger platform is one of 
our strengths at Field Aviation and we are very proud to be a part of this program.”
 
As a modification and manufacturing center of excellence, Field Aviation is internationally 
recognized for its design, engineering, integration and certification of kits and modifications. Field 
Aviation’s designs enhance the operational utilization of a wide range of commercial aircraft, used 
primarily in special mission applications. Field Aviation also manufactures parts for both OEM and 
out-of-production aircraft, and specializes in the reconfiguration of aircraft interiors on a variety of 
aircraft types and sizes.
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