9 COMPANIES BUILDING FLYING CARS

News / Manufacturer

As Peter Thiel wryly quipped, “we wanted flying cars and all we got was 140 characters”.
This made us think, just how far are we away from realizing flying cars? Is this next on Elon
Musk’s to-do list after he makes them all electric first? Just three days ago, Google co-
founder Larry Page made the news with his $100 million investment to fund a flying car
venture called Zee.Aero. Aside from their sparse website, Zee.Aero does doesn’t say much
about what they are working on except for some patents filed as seen below:
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Larry Page is aIso said to have made mvestments n a second fl |ng car company to “compete”
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One company dm-a flying car ich was a project
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Dutch company PAL-V has develgped a gyrocopter that turns into a 3-wheel road worthy vehicle.

lites to convert @etween drive and flight mode. The 230-hp gasoline engine can
g8 ratus to 112 in the air and zero to 60 in ugds:—&-secﬁﬁd?(% the ground. It'll
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takeoff-and-landing (VTOL).aircraft. We're not sure how street legal it's going to be
e 12 propellers blazingzand that massive wingspan, so the definition of a flying car might
be stretching it a bit. It would bettéxsbe descrlbed as one that carres humans at which point you
might just call it a form of helicopter that has mapy propellers. Prototypes will begin flying this year
and their business model is similar®to @gekgr@that they plan tg rent the vehicles and you can
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We couldn't mention the Joby Aviation S2 “drone airplane” without also mentioning the

“volocopter” which has recently completega test flight which is depicted in the above picture. The

18 electric motor powered rotors_that.power.the VC200 Vglocopter each operate on their own

batteries, and offer constderable efficiegCty and safety advggiages compared to other concepts

and operate at.a much™ewer soundjgvolume than a heliCopterI{he Company described the
=

experienee of flying a volocoptéras ax€eptionally easy:

Stallingf/ pitch adjustment, gliding angle, the compao that are difficult t master aeronautically
are magtered througitthe operation offa sim oystick. Well in excess 8§ 100 microprocessors
and a 4grge number of different Se -' gsure.it.can_t be flown in a relaxed
manner ‘gnd without any workies. ! ammazing! Flyin 0 easy as the aircraft
automaticallywfo turbul 3

. —
They even have an aircraif-garachute > ake you xtra safe when you’re up there all alone.

It's expected to be made available at a price™peint of around $280,000 sometime in the next
several years. '

While it's hard to say if any of these startups can bring the flying car into mainstream usage, you
can be sure that the companies with the deepest pockets and best talent pool to choose from are
Zee.Aero and Kittwa sz vﬁdulﬁ [ﬁonr(h i that they worked with Larry Page
on a secretive flying arboj ?Rést tat béth tt e stealth companies are studying
every bit of information about their not so stealthy competitors as well.

If the flying car is finally going to happen, it can't be that far away. Want to read about 55
companies like these that are building truly disruptive technologies like flying cars? Download the
free "CB Insights Game Changer Report" to learn more about 55 companies that are looking to
change the world.
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