
FINAL FAA RULE TO FACILITATE THE 
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The U.S. Department of Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration issued a 
final rule (PDF) to facilitate the safe development of civil supersonic aircraft. The rule 
streamlines and clarifies procedures to obtain FAA approval for supersonic flight testing in 
the United States.

“Today’s action is a significant step toward reintroducing civil supersonic flight and 
demonstrates the Department’s commitment to safe innovation,” said U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao.

This rule will help ensure that companies developing these aircraft clearly understand the 
process for gaining FAA approval to conduct flight testing, which is a key step in ultimately 
bringing their products to market.

“The FAA supports the new development of supersonic aircraft as long as safety 
parameters are followed,” said FAA Administrator Steve Dickson. “The testing of 
supersonic aircraft at Mach 1 will only be conducted following consideration of any impact © 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 1

https://50skyshades.com/index.php
https://50skyshades.com/index.php/news/manufacturer
https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/SFA_Supersonic_Final_Rule.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/news/fact_sheets/news_story.cfm?newsId=22754
https://50skyshades.com/index.php


to the environment.”

The Department and the FAA anticipate taking additional regulatory actions to enable the 
development of supersonic aircraft.
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