
PRATT & WHITNEY PUREPOWER® ENGINES 
COMPLETE FIRST A321NEO FLIGHT

News /  Manufacturer 

Pratt & Whitney’s PurePower Geared Turbofan™ engines successfully completed its first 
test flight on the Airbus A321neo. The PW1135G-JM engine, a 35,000 thrust class engine, 
for the Airbus A321neo aircraft, is the most powerful engine on the A321neo. Pratt & 
Whitney is a United Technologies Corp. (NYSE: UTX) company.

“The PurePower engine continues to meet commitments for fuel burn, emissions and noise, and 
today’s first flight on the A321neo is another milestone achievement for this innovative engine,” 
said Greg Gernhardt, president, Pratt & Whitney Commercial Engine Programs. “We look forward 
to supporting Airbus through the testing and certification of this aircraft.”

The 35,000 thrust rating gives airlines the capability to fly longer routes while carrying more 
passengers or payloads. The PW1135G-JM engine also allows an A321neo operator to benefit 
from increased payload/range when flying out of high-altitude airports at elevations greater than 
4,000 feet, such as Mexico City.
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The Geared Turbofan engine architecture also allows room for growth – as demonstrated by the 
additional 2 percent fuel burn enhancement offered to operators to further reinforce the A320neo’s 
20 percent fuel burn savings by 2020.

The PW1100G-JM engine for the A320neo was certified in 2014 and the A320neo received 
certification in November 2015. Lufthansa began flying its first A320neo, powered by Pratt & 
Whitney PurePower engines, in January 2016.

The PurePower engine family has completed more than 50,000 cycles and 32,000 hours of testing.

Pratt & Whitney is a world leader in the design, manufacture and service of aircraft engines and 
auxiliary power units. United Technologies Corp., based in Farmington, Connecticut, provides high-
technology systems and services to the building and aerospace industries. To learn more about 
UTC, visit its website at www.utc.com, or follow the company on Twitter: @UTC.
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