
RUSSIA'S UAC AND CHINA'S COMAC WORK ON 
BUDGET FOR NEW WIDEBODY PROGRAM

News /  Finance, Manufacturer 

The proposed Chinese-Russian widebody airliner will require investment of between $13 
billion and $20 billion. Confirming the outline program budget at last week’s Farnborough 
International Airshow, Yuri Slyusar, president of Russia’s United Aircraft Corporation, said 
that the final amount will depend on whether or not customer support arrangements will be 
able to use existing facilities of UAC and its Chinese partner Comac, AIN reported.

What has been resolved is that UAC and Comac intend to use Boeing “gate” process for 
managing the program. Gate 3—at which point the aircraft should be completely defined—is 
currently planned for around the 2018-2019 time frame. Comac and its Avic subsidiary will be 
responsible for final assembly and the majority of parts manufacturing, using existing factories 
around Shanghai and other Chinese cities, including those now being used for the ARJ21 and 
C919 airliners. The Russian partner will mainly be responsible for design and development work, 
according to Slyusar. UAC’s newlybuilt 463,000-sq-ft engineering center at Zhukovsky, near 
Moscow, will house Chinese and Russian engineers working on the program. The partners have 
dropped plans to base the new widebody on the existing Ilyushin Il-96 twinjet, instead opting for a 
completely clean-sheet design.

UAC and Comac have conducted meetings with a number of Asian airlines, which are the target 
market for the new aircraft, and their feedback has help to define requirements for an aircraft that 
will carry 280 passengers on trips of up to almost 6,500 nm, with service entry provisionally 
pegged for between 2025 and 2027.

During a visit to Beijing last month, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed government-to-
government agreements with Chinese President Xi Jinping. At the same time, Russia’s trade and 
industry ministry signed agreements with its Chinese counterpart to establish a joint venture 
between UAC and Comac/Avic. The partners will contribute equally to development costs.

Initially, the engines for the new widebody are likely to be provided by Rolls-Royce or/and GE, 
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“which already have suitable models with the required thrust of 35 metric tons,” according to 
Slyusar. Later on, the Russian design house Aviadvigatel in Perm is expected come up with its 
own PD-35 turbofan, which will be an up-scaled copy of the PD-14 engine that is now being tested.

21 JULY 2016

SOURCE: RUAVIATION
ARTICLE LINK:
https://50skyshades.com/index.php/news/manufacturer/russias-uac-and-chinas-comac-work-on-budget-for-new-widebody-program 

© 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 2

https://50skyshades.com/index.php/news/manufacturer/russias-uac-and-chinas-comac-work-on-budget-for-new-widebody-program

