TESLA SPACE X ROCKET FAILS TO LAND ON
BARGE

News / Manufacturer

Elon Musk has successfully launched another Space X rocket into space, but failed to land
this latest one on its target barge.

Tesla, Musk's company, launched the unmanned Falcon 9 at sunset on Friday. It carried a
broadcasting satellite for SES, a company based in Luxembourg. This was Tesla's fifth launch for
the past one and a half weeks. Another launch was tried on Sunday, but with the rocket engine
shutting down a split second before it lifted off.

As Tesla attempted many times before, it tried to land the first-stage booster of Space X in a barge
in the middle of the Atlantic about 400 miles offshore. But before it touched down and about 10
minutes into the flight, the TV camera aboard the platform conked out inducing loud groans from
the crowd watching on the premises of the Hawthorne, California Tesla Headquarters.

It turned out that the leftover first-stage booster hit the floating barge hard, knocking of the TV
camera and cutting off its live transmission. Tesla claimed that it never expected to have a
successful landing since the booster has to have a faster speed so that the satellite it carried could
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be lifted up to a higher orbit.

Previously in December, Space X was able to complete a successful rocket landing on the Cape
Canaveral grounds. However, the car electric company has yet to nail a more difficult barge
landing at sea.

The booster also burned up more fuel in going up therefore it has less fuel when it tried for a
precision touchdown. When it went up, the crowds cheered as it went higher than before, and
more so when the camera showed the successful separation of the satellite it carried.

Elon Musk claimed that the rocket engine reached the target altitude of 40,600 kilometers or over
25,000 miles. "Thanks @SES Satellites for riding on Falcon 9! Looking forward to future missions,"
he tweeted afterwards.
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