A PAST PAINTING SUBWAY CARS LEADS TO
FASTER CANVAS AT AIR FRANCE

News / Airlines

At a hangar at Orly Airport in Paris, Air France officials and journalists watched as the wrapping
came off the Boeing 777. Below was the kind of painting one can sometimes see on the subway.
Peeling back the masking paper was the artist, JonOne whose career began painting graffiti and
subway cars in New York City.

At a party to celebrate the airline’s eightieth birthday last year, JonOne, the Dominican-American
now living in France, took out a white piece of paper and began to draw. The sketch turned into a
large original canvas which he offered as a gift to Air France. One year later that painting, titled
Air France Forever, has been reworked into a 4-by-7 meter banner that reimagines the airline’s red
tail-shaped logo infusing it with the colors of the French flag.

“We had this crazy idea to paint a plane,” JonOne told reporters in the moments before displaying
his work. At first, he said, the idea seemed incredible.

“Yeah we’re going to paint a plane someday for Air France. That seems like painting a rocket or
going to Mars or something like that. But today you're going to see that crazy idea coming to life.”

Josanane, with. the registration F-GSQI has been in the Orly hanger undergoing a complete cabin
refurbishment, including the installation of new seats in all cabins; 216 in economy, 24 premium
economy, 50 business class and four in first class. Adding the JonOne banner was a project that
took seven months of planning according to Xavier Malavergne, manager of hangar maintenance.
A number of the mechanics who worked on the project were on hand to watch the unveiling on
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Tuesday.

As the paper came off, the red, white and blue slashes were revealed, crossing from top to bottom
across both sides of the aft end of the jetliner. Next to that was the unmistakable signature
JonOne, scrawled in black.
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Who might those people be? “Young people, people who love art, who love travel, inspired
people,” Trehan said. JonOne’s cachet could be something that attracts these travelers.

Airlines frequently partner with well-known creatives in an attempt to blend and expand their
circles. Even without the exchange of money the same kind of transaction is going on here. Air
France gets a stop-people-in-their-tracks work of contemporary art to fly around the world and
JonOne gets to show off his unique view of his adopted home everywhere Air France flies.

If the barter is good for business, so much the better.
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