
COULSON AVIATION CANADA ACQUIRES 10 
FORMER RCAF HERCULES, DOUBLING C-130H 
FLEET

News /  Airlines 

Coulson Aviation Canada has acquired 10 former Royal Canadian Air Force CC-130H 
Hercules aircraft from the Government of Canada. The acquisition doubles Coulson’s 
global C-130H fleet from 10 aircraft to 20 and gives its Canadian division the scale to build 
the world’s largest and most capable C-130 airtanker fleet. The program will be led by 
Coulson Aviation Canada and its engineering, manufacturing, maintenance and operational 
teams in British Columbia.

Wayne Coulson, CEO of Coulson Aviation Canada commented: “These aircraft served Canada for 
decades and we would like to recognize the men and women of the RCAF that operated these 
aircraft with exceptional professionalism throughout their service.Firefighters on the ground need 
aircraft overhead that can get there quickly, carry a meaningful load and keep working. These 
aircraft will multiply the current initial attack capacity operating in Canada today.”

For many years, the CC-130H served Canada in tactical airlift, search and rescue, Arctic 
operations, disaster response, humanitarian missions and international deployments. Canada is 
experiencing longer and more complex wildfire seasons, with larger and more intense fires placing 
greater demands on firefighters and response agencies. That changing environment requires 
aircraft that can reach fires quickly, deliver large and controlled retardant lines, and sustain 
operations throughout increasingly demanding fire seasons.

The acquisition builds on Coulson’s existing C-130H program and its experience modifying, 
certifying, operating and supporting the aircraft as an airtanker. Coulson’s operational C-130H 
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airtankers are equipped with the company’s proprietary RADS-XXL retardant delivery system. 
Each aircraft can carry up to 4,000 U.S. gallons, or more than 15,000 litres, of water or fire 
retardant.

The RADS-XXL system gives flight crews precise control over the amount and coverage level of 
each drop. Its high flow rate, combined with the C-130’s payload, speed, range and ability to 
operate from shorter runways, makes the aircraft well suited to both rapid initial attack and 
sustained wildfire response.

Coulson Aviation Canada supports the complete C-130 airtanker program, including engineering, 
certification, manufacturing, aircraft modification, maintenance, training and flight operations. The 
acquisition is expected to expand skilled work in Canada across aircraft engineering, 
manufacturing, maintenance, flight operations and technical training.

The announcement was made at Cascade Aerospace in Abbotsford, where several of the former 
RCAF aircraft are currently located. Coulson also brought Tanker 131, one of its operational C-
130H airtankers, to Abbotsford to demonstrate what the Hercules can do in its next role. Tanker 
131 will perform a demonstration drop during the Abbotsford International Airshow, showing the 
capabilities of Coulson’s 4,000-gallon RADS-XXL airtanker system.

09 AUGUST 2026

ARTICLE LINK:
https://50skyshades.com/news/airlines/coulson-aviation-canada-acquires-10-former-rcaf-hercules-doubling-c-130h-fleet 

© 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 2

https://50skyshades.com/news/airlines/coulson-aviation-canada-acquires-10-former-rcaf-hercules-doubling-c-130h-fleet

