
REX, QANTAS AND VIRGIN TOP ON-TIME 
HONOURS FOR DECEMBER

News /  Airlines 

Regional Express (Rex), Qantas and Virgin Australia were among the most punctual 
domestic airlines in December, government statistics show.

Qantas had the highest percentage of on-time arrivals in December, with 88.6 per cent of its 
domestic flights reaching their destination within 15 minutes of schedule.

The figures from the Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) showed 
Virgin Australia was next best at 88.3 per cent, followed by Rex (88 per cent), Virgin Australia 
Regional Airlines (86.8 per cent) and QantasLink (86.2 per cent).

Meanwhile, Rex was the best airline for punctual departures in the month, with 90.3 per cent of the 
regional carrier’s flights pushing back on time, ahead of Virgin at 89 per cent. Qantas (88.4 per 
cent), Virgin Australia Regional (86.7 per cent) and QantasLink (86.2 per cent) were close behind.

The battle for on-time honours has been a see-sawing battle between Qantas and Virgin, with the 
two carriers swapping the lead on several occasions over the past couple of years. Both airlines 
have placed a strong emphasis on punctuality in an effort to attract and retain customers, 
particularly those in the more lucrative corporate and government travel sector.

The BITRE report said the combined Virgin/Virgin Regional network had 88.1 per cent of flights 
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arrive on time, while the Qantas/QantasLink network achieved a 87.4 per cent on time arrival rate.

The Virgin/Virgin Regional network was also best of on-time departures at 88.6 per cent, ahead of 
the Qantas/QantasLink network on 87.4 per cent.

And among the low-cost carriers, Tigerair was best for on-time departures at 81.9 per cent, well 
ahead of Jetstar which dipped to 63.2 per cent in December. Tigerair was also significantly in front 
of Jetstar for arrivals at 82.3 per cent compared with 68 per cent.

Jetstar’s on-time arrivals and departures declined for the fourth straight month in December.

Among the specific routes the BITRE report publishes statistics for, Perth-Darwin had the highest 
percentage of on-time arrivals at 98.6 per cent and on-time departures at 98.6 per cent.

And for Australia’s busiest air route between Sydney and Melbourne, 78.9 per cent of flights 
arrived in the NSW capital on time, while 79.4 per cent of flights reached Tullamarine within 15 
minutes of schedule.

Two West Australian Airports were the most punctual in the country in December – Newman (97.3 
per cent on-time arrivals) and Kalgoorlie (95.6 per cent on-time departures).

On-time arrivals for December (figure in brackets indicates percentage point change from 
previous month)
Qantas 88.6% (+1.2)
Virgin 88.3% (+1.1)
Rex 88.0% (+5.6)
Virgin Australia Regional 86.8% (+2.1)
QantasLink 86.2% (+1.9)
Tigerair 82.3% (+0.8)
Jetstar 68.0% (-4.5)

Virgin network 88.1% (+1.6)
Qantas network 87.4% (+2.6)

On-time departures for December (figure in brackets indicates change from previous month)
Rex 90.3% (+4.2)
Virgin 89.0% (no change)
Qantas 88.4% (+1.3)
Virgin Australia Regional 86.7% (+2.4)
QantasLink 86.2% (+1.0)
Tigerair 81.9% (-1.0)
Jetstar 63.2% (-6.1)

Virgin network 88.6% (+0.4)
Qantas network 87.3% (+1.2)

(Source: BITRE)

27 JANUARY 2016

SOURCE: AUSTRALIAN AVIATION
ARTICLE LINK:
https://50skyshades.com/news/airlines/rex-qantas-and-virgin-top-on-time-honours-for-december 

© 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 2

https://50skyshades.com/news/airlines/rex-qantas-and-virgin-top-on-time-honours-for-december

