ROCKET-SHAPED OBJECT SHOT PAST
BIRMINGHAM AIRBUS

News / Airlines

Diagram based on radar data
and pilot reports
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A rocket-shaped object the size of two "two litre fizzy drink bottles" passed "very close" to
a passenger aircraft at about 1,500ft (457m), a report has found.

The A321 Airbus pilot estimated the object passed 100ft (30m) from his jet, the UK Airprox Board
report said.

The pilot saw the object pass the jet's starboard side after departing from Birmingham Airport last
August said the Birmingham Mail. The air safety body put the risk of collision as "medium".

The incident on 18 August 2015 was reported to Air Traffic Control but did not show on their radar,
so the "exact separation" between the unknown object and the plane was not known.

"However, the board noted that the A321 pilot had estimated that the object was 100ft vertically
and 200m horizontally from his aircraft, and that he had been able to give a clear description of its
size, which indicated that it had flown very close to the aircraft,” the report said.

The UK Airprox Board (UKAB) said its investigations had not been able to find the operator of the
"rocket” or "indeed whether the reported object was a rocket at all".

But it pointed to aviation laws stating operators of model rockets must ensure they do not
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endanger real aircraft.

The object was "launched into conflict with the A321" and should not have been operated in
controlled airspace, without the prior permission of the Civil Aviation Authority, the report
concluded.
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