TSA OFFICER ACCUSED OF MOLESTING
PASSENGER AT AIRPORT, FIRED

News / Airlines

Transportation Security Administration officer has been accused of luring a passenger into
a bathroom at New York's LaGuardia Airport and molesting her.

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey police spokesman Joe Pentangelo (pehn-TAN'-jeh-
loh) says TSA officer Maxie Oquendo was arrested Thursday.

Prosecutors say Oquendo approached the woman Tuesday as she was coming off a flight from
Salt Lake City. They say he told her she needed to undergo a "secondary security screening."

Authorities say the woman was taken to a bathroom, was told her to raise her arms and was
molested.

Oquendo was arrested on unlawful imprisonment, sexual abuse and other charges.

He has been jailed and can't be reached for comment. It's unclear whether he has an attorney who
could comment for him.

The TSA says Oquendo has been fired.
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