HOW TO PASS THE TIME WHEN YOU'RE STUCK AT
AN AIRPORT
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In June 2026, the FAA handed Air Space Intelligence a 12-year, $875 million contract to
rebuild parts of flight scheduling, with the goal of reducing congestion before aircraft leave
the stand. Reuters reported that the SMART system will use airline schedules, weather,
airport capacity and airspace data to predict conflicts. That sounds technical, but any
traveler at a gate knows the simple version. The screen changes, the boarding time moves,
and the wait needs structure.
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The numbers back up that feeling. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics said reporting carriers

posted a 78.10% on-time arrival rate in 2024, which means more than one in five flights missed
the usual punctuality mark. A wait at an airport is not a personal failure. It is part of a transport
system that runs on weather, staffing, aircraft rotation and luck. The best response is to break the
time into small blocks before boredom starts causing poor decisions.

Digital entertainment fills much of that gap, including iGaming for adults who use legal platforms.
The European Gaming and Betting Association reported that online gambling made up 39% of
Europe’s gambling revenue in 2024, while mobile devices generated 58% of online revenue. Italy
also remains Europe’s largest gambling market by gross gaming revenue in EGBA’s 2025 figures.
For Italian adults using legal online casinos, a casino online session can be one airport option
alongside streaming and games, provided the user checks age rules and spending limits first.
NetBet fits that legal-entertainment context for users who want sports markets and game choice in
one mobile account, but the safer approach stays the same: set a budget before play and stop
when the flight boards.

Make the phone work before the battery goes

A phone can do almost everything at an airport, which is also why it can betray you with 9%
battery and a boarding pass stuck behind a dying screen. Pew Research Center said 91% of U.S.
adults owned a smartphone in its 2025 mobile fact sheet. That puts the phone at the center of
airport delay survival. Save the airline app, boarding pass, hotel details and ground transport
information before you settle at the gate.

Use airport Wi-Fi with care, and download entertainment before the terminal fills up. Offline
playlists, e-books, maps and one or two shows can carry a two-hour delay without testing the
network. A small power bank is better than a hunt for a socket under a chair. Charging points have
become airport territory with their own social code, and nobody looks dignified crouching beside a
trash can.

Games suit airports because they work in short bursts. The Entertainment Software Association
said 212.3 million Americans play video games each week in its 2026 report, up 7.2 million from
2025. That turns gaming into a mainstream way to pass time, not a teenage secret with better
graphics. Puzzle games, chess apps and mobile strategy titles work well because they pause
without protest when the gate agent starts speaking.

Use screens with a plan

Streaming can help, but it works best with restraint. Deloitte’s 2026 Digital Media Trends survey
found that 61% of respondents would cancel their favorite streaming service if the monthly price
rose by $5. That says something about how selective viewers have become. At an airport, choose
one episode, one documentary or one match replay. A three-hour film can turn boarding into an
argument with your own headphones.

News apps can use the same time better than doom-scrolling. Save two long reads from the BBC,
The New York Times or a trade outlet before leaving home, then read them after security. Aviation
professionals and frequent flyers can use delay time to follow airport operations, fuel prices or
airline earnings. A delayed flight becomes easier to bear when the wait produces more than a
numb thumb.

Regulated iGaming apps need a different rule because money is involved. Use only legal services
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in the place where you are located, and avoid gambling when tired, angry or rushing. Treat any
stake as entertainment cost, not a way to repair the trip. If a user has 40 minutes before boarding,
that is enough time to check a market or play a short game. It is also enough time to stop before
the boarding group is called.

Keep the wait practical

Airport time improves when the body gets a vote. J.D. Power's 2025 North America Airport
Satisfaction Study found that 23% of passengers at mega airports spent 21 minutes or more
getting through security, while 57% described those airports as moderately crowded. Once past
the checkpoint, walking the terminal can reset attention better than another hour in the same chair.
It also helps you find food with prices that require less emotional preparation.

Aviation fans can turn the delay into fieldwork. The FAA's daily air traffic report gives current
expectations for normal operations, including arrival and departure delays. BTS data also shows
that weather has been the largest cause of flight cancellations since 2018, representing 52.0% of
cancellations when 2020 is excluded. Watching runway flow, gate changes and aircraft swaps can
make the system clearer. It may not shorten the wait, but it gives you something to do.
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