CHALLENGER ARRIVAL HERALDS NEW ERA FOR
AUSTRALIAN SAR

News / Airlines, Business aviation

The first of four Bombardier Challenger 604 special missions jets which Cobham Aviation
will operate under a 12-year contract to provide search and rescue aircraft for the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has arrived in Australia.

The aircraft, currently registered to Canada’s Field Aviation as C-FIDT, arrived into Adelaide
around midday on Wednesday after departing Vancouver on December 27 and transiting Kona,
Hawaii and Nadi, Fiji.

Cobham Aviation Services Australia is acquiring and will own, modify, operate and maintain the
four Challenger jets, with much of the modification work to be undertaken at Cobham’s Adelaide
base.

The aircraft are to be fitted with a range of sensors including a search radar, FLIR, a VIiDAR
(Visual Detection and Ranging) system, beacon and direction finders, plus satellite
communications and a mission management system. They will also be fitted with large search
windows and air operable doors for aerial delivery.

The Challengers will be based at Perth, Melbourne and Cairns, with a fourth serving as an
operational spare.
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At the time of contract award in October 2014 operations were due to begin from Perth in August
2016 and from Melbourne and Cairns from late 2016.

AMSA’s current fixed-wing aircraft SAR capability is provided by Paspaley Pearl Group subsidiary
AeroRescue, which operates five Dornier 328 turboprops based in Brisbane and Darwin as well as
Perth, Melbourne and Cairns. AeroRescue will continue to provide SAR coverage until Cobham
takes over the service.

C-FIDT on the ground in Adelaide. (Ryan Hothersall)
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