
CIRRUS AIRCRAFT VISION JET WINS 
PRESTIGIOUS ROBERT J. COLLIER TROPHY

News /  Business aviation, Manufacturer 

 The National Aeronautic Association (NAA) announced that the Cirrus Aircraft Vision® Jet 
has been awarded the 2017 Robert J. Collier Trophy for developing the world’s first single 
engine Personal Jet™ and implementing the Cirrus Airframe Parachute System® (CAPS®) 
on the aircraft.

The Collier Trophy is selected by a committee that includes 25 industry leaders and is 
awarded annually to recognize “the greatest achievement in aeronautics or astronautics in 
America, with respect to improving the performance, efficiency, and safety in air or space 
vehicles, the value of which has been thoroughly demonstrated by actual use during the 
preceding year.”  The nine nominees this year included the Edwards Air Force Base F-35 
Integrated Test Force, Boeing 737 MAX, NASA/JPL Cassini Project Team and more.
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“For more than a century, the Collier Trophy has recognized the greatest achievements in 
aviation in America,” said Greg Principato, NAA President and Chief Executive Officer. “By 
revolutionizing general and personal aviation, Cirrus Aircraft, with their Vision Jet, has 
added to a great and historic Collier legacy. We at the National Aeronautic Association 
congratulate them on their achievement and look forward to the presentation of the Collier 
Trophy on June 14.”

As the world’s first single-engine Personal Jet, the Vision Jet created a new category in aviation 
and further defined its significance with the inclusion of the Cirrus Airframe Parachute System 
(CAPS). Unique to Cirrus Aircraft since the launch of the first SR Series aircraft in 1999, CAPS is 
the first FAA-certified whole airframe parachute system included as standard equipment on an 
aircraft and has continuously redefined safety in aviation. The inclusion of CAPS on the Vision Jet 
marks a major engineering milestone in the design and development of jet aircraft and signifies the 
ability to further transform aircraft safety at heights and speeds never before imagined.

“At Cirrus Aircraft we are honored and humbled to be awarded the 2017 Collier Trophy and to 
even be mentioned among the giants in aviation and space research that have won before us”, 
said Dale Klapmeier, Cirrus Aircraft Co-founder and CEO. “The arrival of the Vision Jet has forever 
changed general aviation and personal transportation and the 2017 Collier Trophy is dedicated to 
all of our employees and partners who have been a part of the development, production and now 
delivery of this game-changing airplane. We will celebrate this great honor by continuing to focus 
on our core mission of creating safer aircraft, safer pilots and safer skies.”

Throughout the history of powered flight, the NAA has been the steward for the nation’s most 
prestigious aviation awards. As the most notable of these awards, the Robert J. Collier Trophy was 
first awarded in 1911 and represents a historical timeline of the most celebrated advancements in 
flight and air safety around the world. Past recipients include Orville Wright, Neil Armstrong and 
the Apollo 11 team, Chuck Yeager and the Bell X-1, Lockheed’s Skunk Works and the F-117A 
Nighthawk stealth fighter, Boeing 747, Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey, B-2 Spirit, F-22 Raptor, Boeing 
787 Dreamliner, Gulfstream 650, Blue Origin and many more aviators, scientists and engineers 
responsible for progressing aviation for generations to come.

The Vision Jet received FAA certification in 2016 and immediately ushered in a new era in 
personal aviation as the world’s first single-engine Personal Jet. The turbine aircraft features a 
spacious, pilot and passenger-friendly cabin with panoramic windows, reclining seats and 
comfortable legroom to accommodate five adults and two children. The cabin is complemented by 
the Cirrus Perspective® Touch™ by Garmin® Flight Deck, which delivers a wide array of 
sophisticated and intuitive global navigation capabilities and safety features at the touch of a finger.

The Collier Trophy will be formally presented at the Annual Robert J. Collier Trophy Dinner on 
June 14, 2018 at a location to be announced. It is on permanent display at the National Air and 
Space Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information, including a full list of past recipients, 
visit www.naa.aero.
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