
DASSAULT LAUNCHES NEW BUSINESS JET WITH 
TERMINATION OF SILVERCREST CONTRACT AND 
5X PROGRAMME

News /  Business aviation, Manufacturer 

Dassault Aviation initiates the termination process of the Silvercrest contract leading to the 
end of the Falcon 5X program and announces the launch of a new Falcon program with an 
entry into service in 2022.

The delivery of compliant Silvercrest engines was originally planned for the end of 2013 in 
accordance with the Falcon 5X flight test schedule.

Safran met recurrent technical issues during the program development.

In 2015 and 2016, major technical issues have led Safran to announce a new schedule 
leading to engines delivery for the Falcon 5X flight tests by the end of 2017. Consequently, 
Dassault Aviation had to postpone the entry into service of the Falcon 5X from 2017 to 
2020, i.e. a 3-year delay. This slippage has caused customers’ concerns and order 
cancellations (12 in 2016).

Equipped with a preliminary version of the engine, not compliant with the specifications, the Falcon 
5X performed its maiden flight, on July 5, 2017, and started a preliminary flight test campaign, 
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limited by engines capacity. The Falcon 5X flight behaviour met all the expectations.

In the fall of 2017, Safran experienced issues with the high pressure compressor and informed 
Dassault Aviation of an additional delay and new performance shortfall, making the 2020 entry into 
service of the aircraft impossible.

Considering the magnitude of the risks involved both on the technical and schedule aspects of the 
Silvercrest program, Dassault Aviation initiates the termination process of the Silvercrest contract 
leading to the end of the Falcon 5X program and plans to start negotiations with Safran.

“There is still a strong market need for a brand new long range aircraft with a very large cabin - 
Eric Trappier explained - so I have decided to launch a new Falcon project powered by Pratt & 
Whitney Canada engines, featuring the same cross section as the Falcon 5X, a range of 5,500 
Nm, and scheduled to enter into service in 2022.”
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