
INTRODUCING AVIATION CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES - DESERT JET PARTNERS WITH 
CV USD
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Desert Jet partnered with the Coachella Valley Unified School District and Desert Mirage 
High School to provide high school seniors enrolled in the school’s aviation program, an 
opportunity to experience different aviation jobs firsthand through the company’s 
shadowing program.
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Desert Jet’s Shadowing Program engaged students and enabled them to learn outside of 
the classroom by shadowing aviation professionals from Desert Jet’s three business 
entities – charter, aircraft maintenance, and FBO in their work environment. Students 
experienced different jobs in business aviation and discovered the vast career 
opportunities they could pursue within the industry. The program also gave students one-
on-one instructions on resume writing, applying for jobs, and how to prepare and present 
themselves for an interview.

“The experience at Desert Jet was awesome, overall,” said Desert Mirage High School student 
Juan Nuñez. “I think that my aviation teacher Mr. Mourhess did an excellent job working with the 
people at Desert Jet to make the experience very fun and having us look forward to the next visit 
every time. The whole experience was excellent from start to finish, and the people were nothing 
but friendly and always welcomed us with a smile.”

“The enthusiasm and support from Desert Jet were vital to helping our Aviation students re-
engage after distance learning,” said Scott Mourhess, Desert Mirage High School aviation 
instructor. “Having the opportunity to be out of the classroom, in a real working environment with 
folks that come from this community, was a great source of inspiration for the kids as they move 
on to new pursuits after graduation. Next year’s students are already looking forward to the same 
experience!”
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“Inspiring the next generation of aviation professionals is essential to the future of our industry and 
beneficial to the youth in our community,” said Desert Jet Chief Executive Officer Jared Fox. 
“Desert Jet is thrilled to bring aviation to life through our new shadowing program for the students 
enrolled in the fantastic aviation program at Desert Mirage H.S.”

The shadowing program extended beyond Desert Jet’s companies allowing students to tour the C-
130H Hercules military transport aircraft and learn about aviation careers in aerial firefighting from 
the maintenance technicians onsite. Visiting pilots flying into Desert Jet Center were also intrigued 
by seeing the students on the ramp and were more than eager to volunteer their time to walk the 
students through the private jets they flew to the FBO. The pilots hope their companies also take 
the initiative, as Desert Jet has, to launch a shadowing program with local high schools to engage, 
educate, and inspire youth towards an aviation career.
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