MIDDLE EASTERN WOMEN PILOTS KEEP THEIR
EYES ON THE SKIES
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Alia Twal, a first officer who flies for Royal Jordanian Airlines, is a trailblazer in her home
country of Jordan. From an early age Twal found her true calling: she knew she would learn
to fly and become a pilot.

“I was 16 years old when | decided | wanted to be a pilot,” she recalled for Runway Girl Network.
“We had a career day in school and | chose to attend the aviation lecture. | never knew before that
women were allowed to become pilots. | learned that there were already four women pilots in
Jordan and one is still flying. That's the day | knew | would be nothing other than a pilot.”

She was convinced but her parents were not. “It took me a year to do. But then the day | wore my
uniform [and] they were touched; they even cried,” she says.

Bls Twal Firstrofficern

Twal, who has 3,500 hours on the Airbus 330, is head of the Arabian section of the Ninety-Nines,
International Organization of Women Pilots whose goal is to promote aviation though education,
scholarship and support for other women who share their passion for flight. Over the past two
years, membership in the Arabian section has jumped to 98 women — one member short of ‘99’
Twal points out.

“Our aim in the Arabian section is to spread to the world what women can achieve in this part of
the world,” she says. “We have many pioneers in the aviation world and many who have achieved
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the title of being the first. We had women flying as early as the 1960s, conquering everything from
gliders to jets. And as | always like to say, this is only the beginning.”

The international group was founded in 1929 by 99 women pilots with fabled pilot Amelia Earhart
as the first president. Earhart’s motto, “fly for the fun of it” remains foremost in the minds of all the
women in the group.
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