
RESOUNDING SUCCESS OF FIRST EVER SAUDI 
INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW
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The Saudi International Airshow, launched under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Bin Bandar Al Saud, Governor of Riyadh Region, and with the presence of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sultan Bin Salman Al Saud, Chairman of Saudi Space Authority 
Founder and Chairman of Saudi Aviation Club, celebrates a resounding success.
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The inaugural Saudi Airshow saw 14,750 delegates, representing 57 countries converge at 
Thumamah Airport, Riyadh. A total of 75 aircraft populated the static display representing 
the full spectrum of aviation with single person ultralight machines sitting alongside an 
impressive selection of helicopters, a mixed selection of business jets of all sizes, and 
commercial airliners including Etihad’s Boeing 787, Saudia’s Airbus 320 and Boeing 777-
300, which as sponsors of the international Formula E circuit was decked out in a special 
livery showing its commitment to the environmentally friendly grand prix circuit.  The 
world’s largest commercial airliner, the Airbus A380, was also displayed.

The military sector was also well represented with Lockheed Martin and Airbus Defence all 
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showing a strong presence. Education, training and commercial organisations showcased their 
services alongside fuelling companies, maintenance repair and overhaul companies to make up 
some of the 267 exhibitors. Business aviation was out in strength too with Gulfstream displaying its 
G500 and G650 aircraft while Embraer showcased its Legacy 500 model.  

Leading industry names supporting the show included platinum sponsor SAUDIA, gold sponsor 
Sky Prime Aviation Services, fuel sponsor Alshams Energy and media sponsor Boeing. Highlights 
of the show included a fly-by from the Royal Saudi Airforce which included amongst others an 
Airbus Multirole Tanker Transporter, Boeing F15S and BAE Typhoon military aircraft.

“The success of the Saudi Airshow has confirmed that it will hold a regular position on the annual 
aviation event calendar,” said Didier Mary from 4M Events, show organiser. “Aviation continues to 
be one of the most rapidly developing sectors in the Middle East. At Saudi Airshow, manufacturers 
and suppliers from around the globe presented their latest innovations; political delegations 
learned about state-of-the-art solutions; high-ranking government officials are discovered the 
technologies of tomorrow, and all delegates maximised the networking opportunity.  We are 
extremely pleased with how the inaugural show achieved its goal of further connecting Saudi © 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 3



aviation to the international aerospace industry and enhancing worldwide trade.”
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