
AVFUEL FUNDS THE FUTURE OF FLIGHT WITH 
26TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP CLASS
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In proud support of the future of flight, Avfuel Corporation is excited to announce the 26th 
scholarship class, distributing $4,500 in funds to individuals pursuing careers and 
advancements in aviation. In total, one AVTRIP scholarship recipient and two Avfuel Pilot-
in-Training Scholarship recipients were selected from the 2024 applicant pool: Holly Cron, 
Britney Howard and Kenny Melis.

Holly Cron of Spring, TX, received the AVTRIP scholarship worth $2,000. 
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During a 15-year hiatus from flying, Cron pursued a career in air traffic control and recognized a 
need for improved communication between pilots and the control tower. As a result, she started a 
pilot outreach program, and volunteers her time speaking to flight schools, flight organizations and 
corporations about the importance of clear, concise communication to enhance safety and 
operations.

Cron plans to continue building experience as an air traffic controller before transitioning into a 
certified flight instructor and will use the scholarship money toward her goal of becoming a contract 
pilot.

Cron said, “I could not be more thankful for this scholarship toward my multi-engine rating, and I'm 
looking forward to using my newly gained knowledge to help pilots who may encounter problems 
while flying, and to further expand my ATC pilot outreach capabilities.”

Britney Howard, our $1,000 Pilot-in-Training Scholarship recipient, will use her funds to attend 
Wings Flight School in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Howard changed her career path from photography to aviation after a chance encounter with a 
client at an airport where she was given the opportunity to fly in a personal airplane. With the 
support of her family, Howard decided to pursue a career as a pilot.

She brings a unique perspective to the industry and hopes to have a positive impact on the 
aviation community. She is inspired by her children and strives “to show them being a mother 
doesn’t mean you’re done dreaming or learning.”

“This scholarship means so much to me and my family,” said Howard. “We are so thankful to be 
selected! I began my journey in aviation a bit unconventionally, as I already had a fully developed 
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career, a husband and four young children. It has been an incredible journey so far in my training, 
and also incredibly expensive! This is a huge encouragement to me both financially and 
emotionally. It is acts of kindness and encouragement like this—people willing to give time, money, 
scholarships, etc.—that keep people like me moving forward on the path to being a professional 
aviator. I will carry the encouragement from this into the phases of my training to come.”

Kenny Melis of New York, NY, recipient of the $1,500 Pilot-in-Training Scholarship, is driven by a 
lifelong passion for aviation, and a deep-rooted commitment to professionalism and safety in flight. 
He was inspired by his mother to pursue his dreams and overcome obstacles. 

Melis will attend Air Fleet Training Systems in New Jersey and plans to use the scholarship funds 
toward tuition fees, essential gear and supplies, and additional certificates. His goal is to become a 
commercial airline pilot and to launch a private charter service or a small airline. He hopes to 
inspire future generations—particularly minorities and underserved communities—to explore 
aviation careers.

Per Melis, becoming a commercial pilot has always been a childhood dream. He is motivated by 
the desire to experience world culture while connecting people along the way and delivering 
travelers safely to their destinations 

Melis said, “From a private pilot’s license to an airline transport pilot, [my] ultimate goal is to join 
one of the major airlines while having a different ‘office view’ every time I fly.”

These three recipients of the AVTRIP and Avfuel Pilot-in-Training Scholarships are in addition to 
another $30,000 awarded in 2024 as part of the Sheltair & Avfuel: Future Takes Flight Scholarship 
Program, which provides $5,000 scholarships to six aviators.

Applications for the 2025 AVTRIP and Avfuel Pilot-in-Training Scholarships are now available 
online through September 4, 2025. In addition, the 2025 Sheltair & Avfuel: Future Takes Flight 
Scholarship applications are available online through August 31, 2025. To read more about these 
opportunities to fund your aviation education and apply, please visit Avfuel.com/scholarships.
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