SNECMA KICKS OFF CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
WORLD-CLASS ENGINE TEST STAND IN
SOUTHERN FRANCE
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Snecma (Safran) officially started the construction of a second open-air engine test stand at its
facility located at French air force base 125 in Istres, southern France.

The new installation, comprising a test stand featuring a design that is unique in Europe and a
building housing all control systems, is on a par with the best engine test facilities in the world. It
will be up and running in May 2016 to test the new LEAP engine and the Open Rotor
demonstrator. It could also be used for other engine configurations that Snecma will be testing in
the coming years.

Snecma’s second test rig at this site will cover some 80,000 square meters (864,000 sq ft). It joins
the first test rig, installed in 1969 and used for the development of Snecma’s commercial and
military aircraft engines. This first rig is currently being used to test Snecma’s new-generation
Silvercrest business jet engine.

Snecma invested some 15 million euros in this new test facility, with support from the federal,
regional and departmental governments. One of the challenges facing this pivotal project, a key to
the future and an engine of local employment, is to energize the aviation industry in the PACA
region by giving the Istres site a greater role in the development of new commercial jet engines,
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featuring greater fuel efficiency to increase their environmental friendliness.

“Building on support from the federal, regional and departmental governments, Snecma is
renewing its commitment to Istres and the entire region, so we can bolster our development efforts
for tomorrow’s commercial aircraft engines, said Cédric Goubet, Safran’s Executive Vice President
for Commercial Engines.

This new engine test stand, weighing over 100 tons, is based on a pylon stretching 18 meters high
(almost 60 feet). It features a brand-new “two-head” design, enabling it to handle engines with
different architectures, and also has a data acquisition system with 1,200 measurement lines (via
9,200 meters of fiber-optics), for fuel consumption, dynamic and mechanical performance,
acoustics, etc. A new control systems building covering some 660 square meters (7,128 sq ft) will
be located near the test stand to enhance the collection and analysis of test data.

The Istres site has already doubled its workforce to keep pace with this development. Ninety
employees (from Safran companies Snecma, Safran Engineering Services and Labinal Services)
are now working at the site, versus 45 in 2013 — and by 2020, the total headcount should reach
150.
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