AIRBUS A320NEO'S ENGINE PROBLEMS TO BE
SOLVED BY APRIL: PRATT CEO

News / Manufacturer

Any technical problems with the engines of Airbus's A320neo jetliner should be solved in
the coming weeks, the head of engine manufacturer Pratt & Whitneysaid.

"By April, most of that will be solved,” Robert Leduc said at a ceremony at which German flagship
carrier Lufthansa took delivery of the first A320neo.

Lufthansa stepped up to become the first airline to take delivery of the revamped passenger jet
after Qatar Airways voiced uncertainty over the technical performance of its Pratt & Whitney
engines.

A problem emerged late last year with the Pratt & Whitney Geared Turbofan engine that required
extra time for cooling before restarting under some circumstances.

Lufthansa Chief Executive Carsten Spohr said on Friday that the German carrier's engineers were
working with Pratt & Whitney to overcome any teething problems as quickly as possible.

The A320neo offers 15-percent lower fuel consumption thanks mainly to a choice of next-
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generation engines from Pratt & Whitney or CFM International, a joint venture of General Electric
and France's Safran .
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