
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS DELIVERS THE FIRST OF 
100 H135S FOR CHINA IN QINGDAO

News /  Business aviation, Manufacturer 

Airbus Helicopters has delivered one H135 to Health Commission of Qingdao in China’s 
Shandong Province, making this helicopter the first of 100 H135s to be delivered to China 
per a framework agreement signed in June 2016. ?

The H135 was delivered in HEMS configuration, fully equipped with the latest medical 
interior, and will perform life-saving EMS missions in Qingdao and the surrounding area. It 
is the first H135 to be delivered to China with Airbus’ latest generation Helionix avionics 
suite, which increases safety and decreases pilot workload.

At the ceremony, United General Aviation Industrial Development Co. Ltd. (UGA), Airbus 
Helicopters’ distributor in China, signed a contract with Eastern General Aviation Company 
for two H135s. UGA has also previously secured a framework agreement with Qingdao 
Huatong Financial Leasing Co. Ltd. (Huatong Leasing) for six H135s.

The first five H135s of the order for 100, including the one delivered today, are being 
assembled in Donauwörth, Germany, where Chinese final assembly line (FAL) employees 
have been receiving on-the-job training from their German counterparts since April 2018. 
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2017. The construction of the FAL will be completed by the end of 2018 and will enter into 
operation in early 2019 on schedule.

“This delivery represents the first of many milestones supporting our commitment to serve the 
Chinese market with H135s made in Qingdao. We are proud of our ambitious 50-year partnership 
with China and cannot imagine a better way to kick off our next 50 years together,” said Bruno 
Even, CEO of Airbus Helicopters.

Airbus Helicopters holds the leading position in the Chinese civil and parapublichelicopter market. 
As of August 2018, there were approximately 280 Airbus helicopters flying in China serving 75 
customers. 

The company is committed to working hand-in-hand with Chinese administration, private operators 
and industrial partners to meet the rotorcraft needs of this growing market, which has experienced 
annual growth of 20 percent in recent years.

The H135 is one of the most popular light twin-engine helicopters in China, mainly operating in 
helicopter emergency medical services (HEMS), search and rescue, law enforcement, firefighting 
and tourism. To date, more than 1,270 helicopters of the H135 family are in operation around the 
globe with close to 5 million flight hours.
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