
ELECTRA AND SAFRAN REACH DEVELOPMENT 
AND PRODUCTION AGREEMENT FOR TG600 
TURBOGENERATOR TO POWER EL9 HYBRID-
ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT

News /  Manufacturer 

Electra and Safran Helicopter Engines announced a life-of-program production agreement 
for the TG600 turbogenerator, which will power Electra’s ground-breaking EL9 Ultra Short 
hybrid-electric aircraft. The agreement marks a significant milestone in the development 
and certification of Electra's EL9 Ultra Short, with entry to service expected in 2030. Under 
the agreement, the TG600 turbogenerator will become the heart of the EL9 Ultra Short’s 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. The agreement follows a memorandum of understanding 
signed in 2023 and includes an initial order for 250 TG600 turbogenerators, allowing for 
production to scale with demand for the EL9. 

Electra’s EL9 Ultra Short aircraft is designed using hybrid-electric propulsion and blown-lift 
technology. This opens new possibilities for air travel by enabling the EL9 to take off and land in 
just 150 feet, unlocking operations from places that have never supported commercial air service 
before, including spaces closer to where people live, work, and play. 

Marc Allen, CEO of Electra commented: “This agreement is a defining step forward for Electra and 
for the future of advanced air mobility. With this announcement, Safran is cementing its position as 
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a leader in the next era of aviation. Their technical leadership in hybrid-electric, innovative spirit, 
and long-term partnership are critical as we bring the EL9 Ultra Short aircraft to market and unlock 
a new model of direct flight.” 

Cédric Goubet, Safran Helicopter Engines CEO stated: "The signing of this contract marks a major 
milestone in our collaboration with Electra and signifies the official launch of our turbogenerator 
activities, a promising new chapter that complements our leadership in turboshaft technology. We 
are delighted with the strong partnership we have forged with Electra and are proud to offer the 
best of our engine technology combined with the best of the electrical systems know-how of 
Safran Electrical & Power. We believe we have the most advanced and efficient hybrid-electric 
product in its class, a perfect fit for the EL9 to achieve revolutionary capabilities in new air 
mobility." 

A turbogenerator consists of a gas turbine combined with one or more electric generators, as well 
as an innovative system of electrical power and voltage regulation. The TG600 turbogenerator, 
which will supply 600 kW of electricity, will be developed based on Safran Helicopter Engines’ 
Arrano engine that offers 18% reduction in fuel consumption over the previous generation of 
engines. The TG600 will also be equipped with two GENeUS electric generators supplied by 
Safran Electrical & Power. In July, Safran Helicopter Engines carried out the first bench test, at its 
site in Bordes, of the first turbogenerator that will be flight-ready for the initial flight tests of the 
EL9.  

Electra’s work is rooted in the company’s view that aviation is entering a third era of flight, one 
defined by the ability to use new electric propulsion technologies to unlock Direct Aviation. Direct 
Aviation is a new model of air travel designed to give people the freedom to travel from where they 
are to where they want to go. It addresses the regional mobility gap between driving and traditional 
commercial aviation, helping travelers avoid long drives, congested airports, and time-consuming 
connections. Based on Electra's Direct Aviation Market Outlook, the route and passenger demand 
will require 12,000 to 16,000 aircraft over the first ten years of operations, for a nationwide fleet of 
regional shuttles. 
 
Earlier this year, Electra and Bristow Group Inc. announced a Pre-Delivery Payment agreement 
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with non-refundable deposits and binding terms and conditions aligned to commercial aviation 
industry standards, subject to aircraft certification, securing the first delivery slot for the EL9 Ultra 
Short hybrid-electric aircraft with the TG600. 

Electra has submitted the EL9 Ultra Short aircraft to the Federal Aviation Administration for Part 23 
type certification and anticipates a first flight scheduled for late 2027 or early 2028. By combining 
Electra’s Ultra Short aircraft architecture with Safran’s propulsion and power-system capabilities, 
the companies are working to develop and build a new category of aircraft that will expand air 
access, reduce barriers to regional connectivity, and transform the way people and goods move 
through the skies. 
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