
GET READY FOR LAUNCH OF LIGHTWEIGHT 
PATHFINDER PROP

News /  Business aviation, Manufacturer 

Hartzell Propeller is developing and launching the lightweight Pathfinder composite three-
blade constant speed propeller, in close cooperation with CubCrafters and Lycoming 
Engines. CubCrafters is Hartzell's exclusive launch customer for the new Pathfinder prop.
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With updated aerodynamics and internal structure, the Pathfinder is quieter, smoother, and, 
like the popular two-blade Hartzell Trailblazer propeller, it is optimized for back country 
operations. The Pathfinder propeller with aluminum hub and structural composite blades 
weighs 44 lbs. and is a three-blade alternative to the reliable Trailblazer propeller.

The Pathfinder prop is an integral part of CubCrafters' newly designed firewall forward 
package, including a much more powerful engine from Lycoming dubbed the CC393i. The 
new lightweight, fuel injected engine delivers more than 215 horsepower and weighs only 
10 lbs. more than legacy fuel injected 180 HP engines.

"It has been a pleasure working with Lycoming and CubCrafters to upgrade the 
performance of the XCub and we are pleased to be at the forefront of yet another forward 
leap in performance," said Hartzell Propeller Executive Vice President and General Manager 
JJ Frigge. 

The new Lycoming CC393i engine and Hartzell Pathfinder propeller combination will be displayed 
as part of CubCrafters' AirVenture 2019 exhibit at Booth 273/274, and is an option for new XCub 
orders with delivery in 2020 and beyond.

Hartzell Propeller President Joe Brown said, "As a back country pilot, I'm eager to experience the 
enhanced performance of the XCub. The combination of the Lycoming CC393i engine, partnered 
with the Hartzell Pathfinder propeller, will take the XCub flying experience to the next level."

More about CubCrafters

CubCrafters, founded in 1980 by current owner and CEO, Jim Richmond, is located at McAllister 
Field Airport (YKM) in Yakima, Wash. CubCrafters designs and manufactures Experimental, Light 
Sport, and FAA certified Part 23 aircraft.
The flagship XCub substantially expands the mission profile of Certified personal adventure 
aircraft with its higher speed, longer range, and larger payload. The company's newest 
introduction, the new 215 HP CC393i engine further advances the XCub performance. 
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